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(Ireland.) 

A 

BILL 

To empower the Foreman, or any other Member of Grand 
Juries in Ireland (being a Magistrate), to administer Oaths 
to Witnesses on Bills of indictment. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



5 



by an Act passed in the fifty-sixth year of the 
reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, intituled, 
“An Act to regulate Proceedings of Grand Juries in Ireland upon 
Bills of Indictment,” reciting, that a practice had prevailed in many of 
the Grand Juries in Ireland to find Bills of Indictment without ex- 



amining Witnesses for the Crown, it was enacted, That from and after the 
passing of that Act no Bill of Indictment should be returned a True Bill 
by any Grand Jury in Ireland, unless the same had been found by the 
Jurors, upon the Evidence of one or more Witnesses for the Crown, 



lo sworn in Court, and produced before them : 



preamble : 
56 Geo.3. 
c. 8T. 



And whereas the provision for the viv^ voce examination of 
Witnesses by the Grand Jury upon the consideration of Bills of 
Indictment has been found most salutary, but tlie administration of 
the Oath in Court has been productive of delay and of other incon- 



1 5 veniences ; 



FOR Remedy whereof, 

JB® it ffinatttil, by The KING’S most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of 
20 the same, THAT in all cases where Bills of Indictment are to be laid " 

before Grand Juries in Ireland for their consideration, the Clerk of the Grand 
Crown or his Deputy shall endorse upon the back of each Bill of Indict- giniate) to 
ment the name or names of the Witness or Witnesses for the Crown in oath, to wit- 
support of such Bill, and shall send the same so endorsed to the Grand 
Jury; and the Foreman or other Member of the Grand Jury, being a indiMmtnt. 
Magistrate for the county within which such Grand Jury is einpannelled, 
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Twelve Members of the said Grand Jury (at the least) being there 
present at the time, shall, and he and they are hereby authorized and 
required so to do, previous to the examination of any Witness whose 
name shall appear endorsed upon the back of any Bill of Indictment, 
administer to such Witness the Oath, or in the case of the people 
called Quakers, the solemn Affirmation now by law required to be 
taken by such Witness ; and the Foreman or other Member of the 
Grand Jury, who shall have administered such Oath or Affirmation, 
shall, upon the back of such Bill of Indictment, state the name or 
names of such Witness or Witnesses as shall have been duly sworn 
before him, and authenticate the same by his signature. 

fwirgor A"'' it Enacted, That if any Person who shall take any 

£'^°obe or Affirmation under or in pursuance of the provisions of this Act, 

wilfully or knowingly swear, affirm, or answer falsely to any 
matter or thing, every such Person, being duly convicted tliereof, 
shall incur and suffer sueh penalties, pains and disabilities as Persons 
convicted ofmlful and corrupt Pajury are by law liable to. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Act of the fifty-sixth year 
S'hSew'’’' be and the same is hereby declared to be and remaffi 

altered. ' Ml &rce and effect, save so far as it is repealed or altered bv 

this Act. 
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